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Introduction  

This report forms part of the evidence base for designation of Local Green Space 

in the emerging Audley Rural Neighbourhood Plan.  

It sets out the proposed 48 Local Green spaces for designation.  

 

National Policy  

The National Planning Policy Framework 2021 sets out the criteria for 

designating Local Green Space, as follows:  

101. The designation of land as Local Green Space through local and 

neighbourhood plans allows communities to identify and protect green areas 

of particular importance to them. Designating land as Local Green Space 

should be consistent with the local planning of sustainable development and 

complement investment in sufficient homes, jobs and other essential services. 

Local Green Spaces should only be designated when a plan is prepared or 

updated, and be capable of enduring beyond the end of the plan period.  

102. The Local Green Space designation should only be used where the green 

space is: a) in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves; b) 

demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local 

significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, 

recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its 

wildlife; and c) local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.  

103. Policies for managing development within a Local Green Space should be 

consistent with those for Green Belts.  

The Local Green Spaces have been tested against these criteria, as shown in the 

proformas within this report.  

 

Analysis of Sites  

The Steering Group undertook an audit of the Neighbourhood Area.  A total of 

103 potential Local Green Spaces were identified.  Each of these were then 

tested against the NPPF criteria.  From this list 54 were taken forward to 

consultation in the Autumn 2022. 

 

The following proformas provide an analysis of each site demonstrating how 

they meet the NPPF policy requirements for designation, which will be taken 
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forward to Regulation 14 consultation. There has already been informal 

consultation on these proposed Local Green Spaces in the Autumn 2022.  This 

ran from Friday 7th October to Friday 4th November 2022.  We consulted the 

wider public, landowners/leaseholders, tenants and stakeholders.  The 

responses to the informal consultation have informed the final proposed list of 

Local Green Spaces.   

 

This document has sought to identify those green spaces in Audley Rural Parish 

which it is believed should be offered protected status. Visits were made to each 

site to document evidence and the above relevant criteria for designation has 

been applied to support designation. In total 48 spaces were designated Local 

Green Spaces. 

 

Conclusions  

Considering each Local Green Space against the NPPF 2021, each space 

positively meets the criteria. It is recommended that the 48 designated Local 

Green Spaces are included in the Draft Plan for Regulation 14 consultation. 

The detailed consideration in response to the representations received is 

included at the end of this report ς see Appendix A. 
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INDIVIDUAL SITE PROFORMAS  

Site 1 ς Queen Street Playing Fields incs Skatepark and play equipment/area 

Site Details     

Site name Grid ref Description and purpose 

Site 1 ς Queen 
Street/Wereton Road, 
Audley, ST7 8HB 
  

Easting 379559 
Northing 350172 

Playing Fields incs Skatepark and play equipment/area 
The Playing Field acts as community park for local 
residents within the Audley parish. Site has skate park 
within it and play equipment. 

Checklist     

Statutory designations 
(e.g. SSSI) 

Site allocations 
(give details) 

Planning permissions (give details) 

 None  Identified as "Not 
required to meet 
local standards" 
within the current 
Local Plan  

None ς site protected through Fields In Trust  

NPPF Criteria     

Close to the community 
it serves 

Demonstrably special to local community 
(beauty, historic significance, recreational 
value, tranquillity, wildlife, or other) 

Local in character and not 
extensive tract 

The site is located within 
walking distance of a 
large part of Audley, on 
the edge of existing 
residential area.  It is the 
closest play facility for 
the southern end of the 
village.   
 
The site serves not only 
people within Audley 
community, but also a 
wider area owing to the 
range of facilities for 
young people of varying 
ages from pre-school to 
teenagers and adults with 
an outdoor gym.   

A well equip play area, catering for a range of 
ages.  The site includes:  
 

¶ informal grassed area with picnic 
benches; 

¶ Shelters; 

¶ pump track; 

¶ circular level path, suitable for people 
with a range of mobility; 

¶ outdoor gym; 

¶ goal posts and football pitch; 

¶ skate ramp; and  

¶ play equipment.   
 
The site is accessed from Queen Street, bound 
on 2 sides by residential development.   
 
The southern and western boundaries consist of 
an established mature hedgerow that forms a 
network into the adjoining open countryside 
acting as wildlife corridors.       
 
The site is also used for local community events 
periodically.  
  

 Not an extensive tract of 
land.  
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Location Plan: 
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Site 4 ς Wood Lane Cricket Club and fields 

Site Details     

Site name Grid ref Description and purpose 

Site 4 ς Wood Lane 
Cricket Club and fields 
Megacre, Wood Lane 

Easting 381498 
Northing 350293 

Playing Space ς Wood Lane Cricket Club  
Wood Lane Cricket Club ς Teams are made up of 
local residents competing in the local leagues.  
Club used for recreational and social purposes.   

Checklist     

Statutory designations 
(e.g. SSSI) 

Site allocations (give 
details) 

Planning permissions (give details) 

 None  Identified as "Not 
required to meet local 
standards" within the 
current Local Plan  

Not applicable at time this was created. 

NPPF Criteria     

Close to the 
community it 
serves 

Demonstrably special to local community (beauty, historic 
significance, recreational value, tranquillity, wildlife, or other) 

Local in character 
and not extensive 
tract 

Yes located next to 
residential 
properties and 
serves the 
community for 
different purposes.  

Site holds play and recreational value for local residents, 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅκǿŀǘŎƘ ŎǊƛŎƪŜǘΦ 
Site is used for local community/personal events periodically. 
Situated on high ground to the east of the village with 
commanding views toward the Wedgwood Monument, the club 
has a vibrant youth policy (4 year olds upwards) and first and 
second teams from U8s to seniors that train and play weekly. 
There is a clubhouse, that can be hired for private functions, 
with a bar and kitchen where a range of community events are 
held such as quizzes, discos and an annual beer festival. The 
Club also hosts several one-day events on the ground 
throughout the year, such as Cardiac Risk in the Young (CRY), to 
raise funds and awareness. Open to members and the public 
every day in the season and six days a week in the winter. 
Matches are generally played on weekends. A vital asset to the 
community in terms of social and sporting events.  

 Yes 

Images: 
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Location Plan: 
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 Site 5ς Bignall End Cricket Club and Playing Fields  

Site Details     

Site name Grid ref Description and purpose 

Playing Space ς Bignall 
End Cricket Club  
Boon Hill Road, Bignall 
End 

Easting 380943.84 
Northing 350563.74 

Bignall End Cricket Club ς Teams are 
made up of local residents competing in 
the local leagues.  
 
Club used for recreational and social 
purposes.   

Checklist     

Statutory designations 
(e.g. SSSI) 

Site allocations (give details) Planning permissions (give details) 

 None  Identified as "Not required to 
meet local standards" within the 
current Local Plan  

Not applicable at time this was created. 

NPPF Criteria     

Close to the 
community it serves 

Demonstrably special to local community (beauty, historic 
significance, recreational value, tranquillity, wildlife, or other) 

Local in 
character 
and not 
extensive 
tract 

Yes located next to 
residential 
properties and 
serves the 
community for 
different purposes.  

Site holds play and recreational value for local residents, providing 
ƭƻŎŀƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅκǿŀǘŎƘ ŎǊƛŎƪŜǘΦ 
Site is used for local community/personal events periodically. 
Located at the south of Bignall End, this is described as a friendly 
and progressive club recruiting for teams of junior beginners to 
seasoned campaigners. There is a clubhouse and bar plus a 
function room, with a bar and kitchen, that can be hired for all 
occasions. The club organises quizzes, discos, live music and beer 
festivals as well as running a coach to a local football ground for 
their home matches. They are affiliated to the NHS. Their ground is 
used for camping events. Open to members and the public every 
day. Matches are generally played on weekends. A great asset to 
the community in terms of social and sporting events. 

 Yes 
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Location Plan: 
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Site 8 ς Audley Cricket Club Playing Fields (updated 17.01.23) 

Site Details     

Site name Grid ref Description and purpose 

Playing Space ς Audley 
Cricket Club  
Nantwich Road, Audley 

Easting 379239 
Northing 350905 

Audley Cricket Club ς Teams are made up of local 
residents competing in the local leagues.  
 
Club used for recreational and social purposes.   

Checklist     

Statutory designations 
(e.g. SSSI) 

Site allocations (give 
details) 

Planning permissions (give details) 

 None  Identified as "Not required 
to meet local standards" 
within the current Local 
Plan  

Not applicable at time this was created. 

NPPF Criteria     

Close to the community 
it serves 

Demonstrably special to 
local community (beauty, 
historic significance, 
recreational value, 
tranquillity, wildlife, or 
other) 

Local in character and not extensive tract 

Yes located next to 
residential properties and 
serves the community for 
different purposes.  

Site holds play and 
recreational value for local 
residents, providing local 
ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ 
play/watch cricket. 
 
Site is used for local 
community/personal 
events periodically.  

 Yes 
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Location Plan: 
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Site 10 ς Bignall End Road Playing Fields inc play equipment/area 

Site Details     

Site name Grid ref Description and purpose 

Bignall End Road Play 
Area  
Land off Bignall End Road, 
Bignall End 

Easting 381048.09 
Northing 351104.95 

Play area for local residents, close proximity to 
those without a garden 

Checklist     

Statutory designations 
(e.g. SSSI) 

Site allocations (give 
details) 

Planning permissions (give details) 

 None  None given  Not applicable at time this was created. 

NPPF Criteria     

Close to the community 
it serves 

Demonstrably special to 
local community (beauty, 
historic significance, 
recreational value, 
tranquillity, wildlife, or 
other) 

Local in character and not extensive tract 

Yes next to terraced 
housing 

Recreational value for 
local residents  
  

 Yes 
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Location Plan: 
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Site 12 ς Alsager Road, Audley Allotments 

Site Details     

Site name Grid ref Description and purpose 

Site 12 - Alsager Road 
Allotment, Audley 

Easting 379763.17 
Northing 351060.9 

Allotment/ Growing Space  ς providing an 
opportunity for residents to rent a space to grow 
fruit/vegetables  

Checklist     

Statutory designations 
(e.g. SSSI) 

Site allocations (give 
details) 

Planning permissions (give details) 

 None  Identified as "Required to 
meet local standards" 
within the current Local 
Plan  

Not applicable at time this was created. 

NPPF Criteria     

Close to the community 
it serves 

Demonstrably special to 
local community (beauty, 
historic significance, 
recreational value, 
tranquillity, wildlife, or 
other) 

Local in character and not extensive tract 

Yes on the edge of 
housing   

Site holds play and 
recreational value for local 
residents,.  

 Yes 
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 Location Plan:  
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Site 14 ς Audley Football Club Playing Fields (amended 17.01.23) 

Site Details     

Site name Grid ref Description and purpose 

Audley Football Club 
Off New Road, Audley 

Easting 380108.18 
Northing 351221.24 

Audley Football Club ς Providing a place to play 
and train for football games. Local team 
participates within the locally ran league  

Checklist     

Statutory designations 
(e.g. SSSI) 

Site allocations (give 
details) 

Planning permissions (give details) 

 None  Identified as "Not required 
to meet local standards" 
within the current Local 
Plan  

Not applicable at time this was created. 

NPPF Criteria     

Close to the community 
it serves 

Demonstrably special to 
local community (beauty, 
historic significance, 
recreational value, 
tranquillity, wildlife, or 
other) 

Local in character and not extensive tract 

Yes next to housing, 
serving the community    

Site holds play and 
recreational value for local 
residents.   

 Yes 
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Location Plan: 
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Site 15 ς Alsager Road Playing Fields inc play equipment/area 

Site Details     

Site name Grid ref Description and purpose 

Alsager Road Playing 
Field inc Play area 
Alsager Road, Audley 

Easting 379751.53 
Northing 351142.11 

Playing field for residents to use.  

Checklist     

Statutory designations 
(e.g. SSSI) 

Site allocations (give 
details) 

Planning permissions (give details) 

 None  Identified as "Required to 
meet local standards" 
within the current Local 
Plan  

Not applicable at time this was created. 

NPPF Criteria     

Close to the community 
it serves 

Demonstrably special to 
local community (beauty, 
historic significance, 
recreational value, 
tranquillity, wildlife, or 
other) 

Local in character and not extensive tract 

Yes located on the edge 
of housing.  

Recreational value.   Yes 

 

Location Plan: 
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Site 18 ς Albert Street Playing Fields inc play equipment/area 

Site Details     

Site name Grid ref Description and purpose 

Albert Street Playing 
Field 
Albert Street, Bignall 
End 

Easting 380479.74 
Northing 351281.29 

Play area for residents to use.  

Checklist     

Statutory 
designations (e.g. 
SSSI) 

Site allocations (give details) Planning permissions (give details) 

 None  Identified as "Required to meet 
local standards" within the 
current Local Plan  

Not applicable at time this was created. 

NPPF Criteria     

Close to the 
community it serves 

Demonstrably special to local 
community (beauty, historic 
significance, recreational 
value, tranquillity, wildlife, or 
other) 

Local in character and not extensive tract 

Yes located next to 
terraced housing.  

Recreational value.   Yes 

 

Location Plan: 
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Site 20 ς Scot Hay Playing Fields inc play equipment/area 

 

Site Details     

Site name Grid ref Description and purpose 

Scot Hay Play Area 
and Playing Field 
Leycett Road, Scot 
Hay 

Easting 379998.84 
Northing 347632.31  

Play area and playing field for residents to use.  

Checklist     

Statutory 
designations (e.g. 
SSSI) 

Site allocations (give details) Planning permissions (give details) 

 None  Identified as "Required to meet 
local standards" within the 
current Local Plan  

Not applicable at time this was created. 

NPPF Criteria     

Close to the 
community it serves 

Demonstrably special to local 
community (beauty, historic 
significance, recreational 
value, tranquillity, wildlife, or 
other) 

Local in character and not extensive tract 

Yes located next to 
terraced housing.  

Recreational value.   Yes 

 

Location Plan: 
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Site 23 ς Alsagers Bank Playing Fields inc play equipment/area 
 

Site Details     

Site name Grid ref Description and purpose 

Alsagers Bank 
Cricket Club and 
playing fields inc play 
area 
High Street/The 
Drive, Alsagers Bank 

Easting 380743 
Northing 348432 

Area used for ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
play area and sports games 
 
Teams are made up of local residents competing 
in the local leagues.  
 
Club used for recreational and social purposes.   

Checklist     

Statutory 
designations (e.g. 
SSSI) 

Site allocations (give details) Planning permissions (give details) 

 None  Identified as "Not required to 
meet local standards" within 
the current Local Plan  

Not applicable at time this was created. 

NPPF Criteria     

Close to the 
community it serves 

Demonstrably special to local 
community (beauty, historic 
significance, recreational 
value, tranquillity, wildlife, or 
other) 

Local in character and not extensive tract 

Yes- next to terraced 
housing.  

Recreational value.   Yes 

 

Location Plan: 
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Site 26 ς Miles Green Playing Fields inc play equipment/area and MUGA 

(updated 17.01.23) 
 

Site Details     

Site name Grid ref Description and purpose 

Site 26 Miles Green 
Playing field 
Station 
Road/Heathcote 
Road, Miles Green 

Easting 380119 
Northing 349668 

Playing field for residents to use which 
includes outdoor gym equipment, basketball 
court, sports pitches and play equipment 
and also public footpath.   

Checklist     

Statutory 
designations (e.g. 
SSSI) 

Site allocations (give 
details) 

Planning permissions (give details) 

 None  Identified as "Required to 
meet local standards" within 
the current Local Plan  

Not applicable at time this was created. 

NPPF Criteria     

Close to the 
community it 
serves 

Demonstrably special to 
local community (beauty, 
historic significance, 
recreational value, 
tranquillity, wildlife, or 
other) 

Local in character and not extensive tract 

Yes located next to 
housing.  

Recreational value.  
Playing field for residents to 
use which includes outdoor 
gym equipment, basketball 
court, sports pitches and 
play equipment and also 
public footpath.  
Options under consideration 
regarding extension of car 
park at front or rear of site ς 
to alleviate parking 
congestion. 

 Yes 
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